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ACT II.    SCENE L
London.    A Room in Ely-house.

GAUNT on a Couch; the Duke of YOKKQ, and
Others standing by him.

GAUNT. Will the king come ? that I may breathe

my last
In wholesome counsel to his unstaied youth.

YORK. Vex not yourself, nor strive not with your

breath;
For all in vain comes counsel to his ear.

s _ the DuJce of York,'] Edmond Duke of York was the fifth
son of Edward the Third, and was born in 1441, at Langley, near
St. Alban's, in Hertford, from whence he had his surname. This
prince, as Bishop Lowth has observed, (Life of William of Wyke-
ham, Svo. 1777, p. 205,) " was" of an indolent disposition, a lover of
pleasure, and averse to business ; easily prevailed upon to lie still,
and consult his own quiet, and never acting with spirit upon any
occasion/' That such was his disposition and character is ascer-
tained by the following graphical description, given by Harding
(a contemporary) in his Chronicle :

" That Edmonde hight of Langley, of good chere

" Glede and mery, and of his owne ay lived

" Withoutyn wronge, as chroniclers have breved,

<c When al lordes went to counsels and parlement,

" He wolde to huntes and also to hawkynge,

" All gentilnes disporte that myrth appent

" He used aie^and to the poor supportynge,

" Wherever he wase in anyplace bidynge,

" Withoute supprise or any extorcion,

tf Of the porayle or any oppression.
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" The kynge than made the Duke of Yorke be name

** Maister of the Mewhouse, and of hawkes feire,

** Of his venerie and maister of his game.

f( In whatt cuntraie that he dyde repeire,

(e Whiche wase to hym withoute any clispeyre,

" With more comforte and a gretter gladnes neire,

" Than been a lorde of worldly great riches."

Hardyngs Chronicle, MS. Harleian. No. 661, fol. 147.
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